
RBC Future Launch Community Challenge Grants Committee Report 

The RBC Future Launch Community Challenge offered CFPD the opportunity to grant an additional 
$15,000 to local community projects that met the following criteria: 

 Involve youth in the creation, design, and/or implementation of the initiative; 

 Respond to a specific need or priority facing the local community; 

 Are inclusive of diverse community members, as broadly defined; 

 Involve collaboration between community members; 

 Experiment with new or innovative ideas; 

 Have potential for a legacy/impact beyond the RBC Future Launch Community Challenge 

 

1. Kids in the Kitchen  Submitted by Kelly Gretsinger & ROK Central 
 

Project Summary: 

Kids in the Kitchen will be an opportunity for disadvantaged youth aged 8-12 to have access to 
free, healthy food and learn how to prepare various nutritious meals. Participants can share 
their learned knowledge with their families and have the prepared food available to them to 
bring to school if needed. At the beginning of each week that we meet, students will be provided 
with fresh fruits and vegetables and taught how to prep it to be used throughout their week at 
school and home. Students will also follow a recipe and cook various dishes that they can 
prepare independently at home. Participants will be provided with a snack during each session. 
The goals of the project are to bring awareness to participants the importance of maintaining a 
well-balanced diet and provide them with the tools and knowledge to be successful in the long 
term. Establishing positive relationships between participants of the program and the 
community partners such as the volunteers, dietitian and the youth leader will also be a main 
goal. In the spring, the participants will be invited to assist in planting ROK's community garden 
which will provide further education on sustainable living and accessible foods. 
 
Involved in the project will be 12 participants aged 8-12. Three to four Indigenous youth 
volunteers will assist participants with preparing the food and teaching how to follow a recipe. 
The youth leader will oversee the program and a dietitian will be invited to give a presentation. 
 

Funds Requested:  $5,000 

 

Amount Recommended: $5,000 

 

Comments: Committee felt the project addressed two community needs with food security & 

health. The Committee was confident that the project involved a number of youth 

volunteers. The only concerns were the limited number of kids able to participate 

and the small demographic it reached but still agreed on funding the project. 

  



 

2. Food Security & Staffing  Submitted by Colby Orchard & Rest-a-Bit Shelter 
 

Project Summary: 

The project will effectively provide staffing support and food security for homeless individuals 
(or those at an immediate risk thereof) through the Rest-A-Bit Homeless Shelter for the cold 
winter months (November - March). 
 
Goals are: 

 Staff 2 Full-Time Positions, allowing the Rest-A-Bit Homeless Shelter to remain open 6 
nights a week for 5 months. 

 Feed every guest of the Rest-A-Bit Homeless Shelter 1) upon admittance, 2) in the 
morning, and 3) snacks for individuals throughout the day. 

 
Involvement: 
- The Portage Learning and Literacy Centre  - Youth for Christ 
- Royal Canadian Mounted Police   - Regional Health Authority (Emergency) 
- Canadian Mental Health Association  - The Family Abuse Prevention Centre 
- Prairie Vineyard Church 

Funds Requested:  $15,000 

 

Amount Recommended: $6,000 

 

Comments: Committee felt the project addresses the most urgent need in our community. 

The project has some youth involvement on the Board of Directors but not a lot 

of involvement volunteering at the shelter itself. The committee also felt this grant 

does not ensure sustainability for the shelter but still agreed to some funding. 

 

3. Fort la Reine Families  Submitted by Raela Giesbrecht & Fort la Reine School 
 

Project Summary: 

Fort la Reine Families is a weekly parent-child engagement program that is designed to foster 
healthy 
family relationships and develop positive relationships with the school. The program will include 
a weekly activity offered to the families of Fort la Reine School. There are six different activities 
that will be offered for families to participate in throughout the project. This will include family 
game nights, parent information sessions, ‘Make and Takes’ (families prepare a meal to take 
home), cultural activities, family craft nights, and ‘Nutrition Bingo’(families have an opportunity 
to play bingo and win food hampers). The project will also include a social action parent project, 
which will address an urgent need that parents will identify. Parents will decide on the project 



and take part in creating it, and the project will benefit the families of Fort la Reine School and 
the local community. 
 
The main goal of this project is to create community, promoting family engagement and positive 
relationships. School leadership identified that the families, school and community will benefit 
through this increased connection. Another goal of the project is to address other tangible needs 
of the families, such as poverty, cultural connection, health, and education, among other things. 
This goal will be addressed through the specific program activities. Raela will be involved in 
creating, organizing, and facilitating the program. Volunteers will be sought from school staff or 
the local community. The families of Fort la Reine school will play a key role in the project as well. 

 

Funds Requested:  $4,000 

 

Amount Recommended: $4,000 

 

Comments: The committee felt this was an area & school in our community in high need. They 

liked the idea of the project bringing together families and forming a network. 

There were some questions about whether families would participate however 

being a pilot project and the funds mostly purchasing supplies that could be 

reused the committee agreed to the funding.  

 

4.  Technology for All  Submitted by Tanya Van Damme, Cara Tully & PLPSD 
 

Project Summary: 

Our goal is to allow all students access to technology in the classroom in order to develop 
critical skill sets. We aim to equip the next generation with the tools they need to be successful 
in our rapidly changing digital world. 
 
Our project’s goals will be:  

 to teach students to use research skills and think critically about the sources they are 
getting information from. 

 To teach the foundations of coding and how our society is becoming reliant on 
knowledge of code. 

 Students will use different apps to create their own advertisements and informational 
videos on different subjects. 

 We will be creating and sharing literature. 

 The technology will be used as a platform to video and reflect upon engineering tasks 
and how to improve designs. 

 To document each students learning continuum. 

 Students will have an opportunity to reflect on their learning and share their learning 
with their families. 

 We also feel it is important to educate students on how to be responsible with 
technology. 



This project will involve two grade one English classrooms at École Crescentview School and will 
take place over the 2019-2020 school year. We will also continue to develop and improve our 
goals for future projects at École Crescentview School. 

 
Funds Requested:  $9,024.56 

 

Amount Recommended: $0.00 

 

Comments: The committee felt this project did not address an urgent need and there were 

some concerns it was not eligible based on the capital criteria for the grants. They 

did like that it teaches the kids to use technology however would the learning 

continue if there was a change in teachers at the school.  For these reasons the 

committee chose not to award any funds.  

 

 


