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When Auna-Marie Brown passed away 
December 15, 2020, she left a lasting 
legacy of volunteer help to so many non-
profit agencies in our community. 
 
Auna trained as a nurse at the “old” Grace 
Hospital.  She came to Portage in 1975 as 
a Public Health Nurse.  Late, she became 
the Director of the “new” Home Care 
program that was being established in 
our area. In this role, Auna personally 
assisted countless people when they had 
problems in access to the program or in 
the actual execution of the program.  
When she left the Home Care Program, 
she became the Executive Director of the 
Portage Women’s Shelter but found her 
favourite vocation when she taught the 
Health Care Aide program at Red River 
College in Portage until she retired. 

 
While her work credentials show a love of helping, it is in her volunteer work in the 
community over 45 years that her dedication to our community really shines.  The 
list of non-profits that have benefitted from her involvement include: 
 
 • Herman Prior Activity Centre (founding member, 1983) 
 • Community Foundation of Portage and District (founding member, Grants 

Chair) 
• Portage Family Abuse Prevention Centre (formerly the Women’s Shelter) 

(founding member in the early 80s, ED for two years in the early 2000s) 
 • Trinity United Church (35 years+) 
 • United Way – Central Plains (Chair of the Board - mid 90s)  
 • Community Living (Board member) 
 • College of Dieticians of Manitoba (2 terms) 
 • Big Brothers Big Sisters Portage la Prairie (14 years and counting, co-Chair) 
 • Portage Area Refugee Coalition (5 years & counting, Chair) 
 • Society of Manitobans with Disabilities – Manitoba Possible (since June 2017) 
 
Auna was sought after to serve because people were aware of her dedication and her 
ability to organize and get things done.  Auna often took on leadership roles in the 
Boards that she joined. 
 



Five years ago, Auna helped to spearhead a group intent on bringing Syrian refugee 
families to Portage.  They were successful in bringing two families.  Auna maintained 
a deep involvement with the second family.  To them, she became their Grandma 
helping them to learn and deal with the myriad of issues that they have faced. 
 
Fifteen years ago, Auna joined the Board of Big Brothers Big Sisters.  Auna quickly 
understood the importance of mentoring to the kids in the program and their families.  
As was her way, she became very involved in all aspects of the organization.  She sat 
on many committees and became Board Chair twice.   Raising funds to operate is a 
constant need for Big Brothers Big Sisters and Auna did whatever was needed to 
fundraise – selling tickets in retail outlets, personally raising over $1000 each year 
for Bowl for Kids, baking, serving food, selling 50/50 tickets to family and friends.  
Along with other Board members, she has helped to make decisions to improve the 
effectiveness of our programs. Her wide-ranging experiences in life have helped her 
to guide the decisions that were made. 
 
Auna wasn’t just all about work.  She had fun in whatever she did.  At Bowl for Kids, 
each year, she always turned up in a funny costume befitting each year’s theme.  No 
one will ever forget her Yoda costume and laughing with her about whether the green 
face make up would ever come off. She saw the humour in every situation and could 
laugh at herself.  She was famous for her stories sharing the humour in her life 
experiences.  She loved being around people, hearing their stories and finding ways 
to make things better for those in need.   
 
Auna’s passing has left a deep void in the lives of her family and friends and for us at 
Big Brothers Big Sisters.  But in considering her life, we have to be grateful for the 
positive influence she has had on so many lives in Portage through her work on 
volunteer organizations.  The fund we are establishing through the Community 
Foundation pays tribute to an amazing woman and her unwavering dedication to our 
community. 
 
We miss you kiddo. 
 

 
Click Here to make a donation to the Big Brothers Big Sisters  
Auna-Marie Brown Memorial Fund 
 
 
 

https://interland3.donorperfect.net/weblink/weblink.aspx?name=E353075QE&id=8
https://interland3.donorperfect.net/weblink/weblink.aspx?name=E353075QE&id=8

